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ment to the new Viceroy. All the civil officers at Burdwan
received notice to attend, and it was understood that every
one who could be spared was to present himself, a special
train being run at night to bring us back to our station.
Most of the officials left Burdwan for the purpose by the
afternoon train. But I was detained, as I had to try the
jailor of the place, charged with malpractices. The accused
had brought up from Calcutta a leading barrister for his
defence. The case closed sooner than we expected, and
the barrister and his wife took the afternoon train to
Calcutta. I had finished up my work and was just making
ready to start by the later train, when the German assistant
at Kellner's hotel came running up to the house begging
me to come down to the hotel at once, as an English officer
was lying there dangerously ill of cholera. The assistant
had found that the doctor was absent, having gone down
to Calcutta for the Viceregal party. There was no other
medical officer in the station, and the German was in a
state of excitement and perplexity. I found the sick man
in an alarming state. He was a very distinguished and
well-known officer, Colonel Denny, commanding a regiment
in Calcutta* He had, he told me, when I came to his
bedside, seen much of the disease on service; knew that
his case was a bad one, but was wonderfully plucky and
brave under the terrible pain he suffered. He had come
up to Burdwan to escort down his relation, the barrister's
wife, and take her to the Viceregal reception, as it was
feared her husband would be detained. And he had missed
them both. We did all we could for the poor sufferer.
The Colonel had a most excellent and devoted native
servant, who never left him for a moment, and had some
idea of the necessary treatment. I telegraphed all over
the place for medical aid. And as the mail-train that was
to have taken me to Calcutta would soon arrive, I bethought
myself of sending the German assistant to the station to
see if, perchance? there was any medical man on board,
to summon him in my name as magistrate to the hotel*
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